
Transitional Primary 
Course Overview 

 
The transitional primary science curriculum educates students in the areas of Physical Sciences, 
Life Sciences, and Earth, and Space Sciences. The transitional primary science curriculum 

begins with a unit on measurement. Students will learn how measurement is grounded in 

comparison to a standard as well as practice how to use tools to measure and record data. 

Students are also expected to develop understanding of what plants and animals (including 

humans) need to survive and the relationship between their needs and where they live. The 

crosscutting concepts of patterns; cause and effect; systems and system models; interdependence 

of science, engineering, and technology; and influence of engineering, technology, and science 

on society and the natural world are called out as organizing concepts for these disciplinary core 

ideas. Students are expected to demonstrate grade-appropriate proficiency in asking questions, 

developing and using models, planning and carrying out investigations, analyzing and 

interpreting data, designing solutions, engaging in argument from evidence, and obtaining, 

evaluating, and communicating information. Students are expected to use these practices to 

demonstrate understanding of the core ideas. 

 

  
Inquiry and science process skills are developed to promote independent thinking and foster 
self-directed learning.  Students raise questions about the world around them, seek answers, and 
make careful observations through cooperative learning and hands-on experiences. Literacy and 
math skills are integrated into the science curriculum on a regular basis. Daily journal entries are 
used to help students think critically in response to expository texts.  Poems, songs and 
non-fiction books related to the units help enrich the science curriculum.  Integrated math skills 
include graphing, measuring, weighing, patterns, sorting and classifying. 
  
The transitional primary science curriculum meets the requirements of the Next Generation 
Science Standards.  It also helps to prepare students to meet and exceed the standards assessed 
by the New Jersey State administered assessments through higher order application of various 
skills required for complete understanding of science at the transitional primary level. 
 


